SPEECHES

we are a democratic party: at Pabna, at Dhulia
and other places, people wanted a united Congress
and ii is our duty to try for it if no vital principle is
sacrificed to gain that end. This was the Speaker's
apology" for the attempt at union, though, as he said,
his hopes were not high about the success of the attempt.
The Congress broke up not over personalities, but
for certain definite issues which were: (1) irregularities
in the election of the President, ;2) the attempt from
certain quarters to rake advantage of the local majority
to recede from the four Calcutta resolutions, (3) the
attempt to impose a creed by the help of a local majority
with a view to exclude a large and growing party.
Under the circumstances it was necessary to oppose
the whole thing tooth-and-nail and Mr. Tilak
moved an amendment to have a Congress Continua-
tion Committee and there to proceed with the election
of the President. The other party did not give him
any opportunity to carry the amendment and declared
the President to be unanimously elected, though many
still hold that the election was not valid as the whole
Congress could not express any opinion on it. But
how to carry* out the opinion of the people? We are
ready to condone this irregularity if a united Congress
is to be held on the basis of the Calcutta resolutions.
If the other party does not accept3 the responsibility
of breaking-up of the Congress and having - a party
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